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the pantomime of St. George and the Dragon^ and in the early spring Bunn produced a successful adaptation of Scribe's Bertrand et Raton^ under the title of The Minister and the Mercer. Thus Macready was not greatly in request until after Easter, when a grand spectacular production of Byron's Sardanafalus was announced, The part of Myrrha was assigned to Ellen Tree; but just as the rehearsals were drawing to a close, Bunn received a letter from Paris which altered his plans. It was an offer from Mrs. Mardyn, the actress whose name had been associated with Byron's in the scandalous chronicle of 1815, to play the part of Myrrha, which, she declared, had been written for her. " My late regretted friend," the writer stated, " ever paid me the flattering compliment that in his portraiture of the ' Ionian Myrrha,' I had been associated by his muse in every image of her trance, and that if ever the poem strayed into publicity, beyond the closet, it was his wish that the Greek girl's sandals should be worn by me" Bunn promptly came to terms with "Madame la Baronne de St. Dizier," as Mrs. Mardyn now called herself, and announced the postponement of the production in order that the design of the "Noble Author" might be fulfilled. But alas! one illness after another prevented Madame la Baronne from leaving Paris, and Bunn finally concluded (on insufficient evidence, I think) that the whole correspondence was a hoax, in which the real Mrs. Mardyn had no hand. The part was restored to Ellen Tree, and the play produced on April 10, with some success. According to Macready, Cooper, the stage-manager (who played Salemenes), was "as capable of directing the mise en scene of a play as a man devoid of information, industry, genius, or talent may be supposed to be." It was of him that Malibran said, "Cest un hotel garni, dont